
End of the Year Geographer Dinner Party! 
You will be given a color-coded paper on the day of the party.  You will be seated in groups based on your color.  
 
Step 1: Those who are interested in getting the extra letter grade on their final exam project, you will be given a few 
minutes to find a seat at a “dinner table” and meet your fellow diners.   
 
Step 2: Once everyone has found their seats, you will have 10 minutes to get acquainted with the 
geographers/models/concepts that are seated at your table and to complete the following: 

- Fold the paper in front of you in half.  Write your name/model/concept on the part of the paper facing the rest 
of your group, AND draw the picture of the model that goes with your topic (if there is one) 

- EVERYONE at the table will give a brief introduction to the other people in the group.  You are 
encouraged to jot down some notes about each geographer/model/concept that you are seated with – 
in order to make the conversation flow better.  

- Each person will need to write down at least ONE question to ask to at least one other diner  
- Write this question on the back of your folded paper.  You can ask more than one question.     
-The question should relate to a topic that most diners at the table can respond to, in character 

- Every geographer/model/concept at the table MUST have a chance to speak 
 

Step 3: Conversation Starters – Below, you can find a list of ideas to help get the party conversation started. Remember, 
you must respond in character! 
 
- Population Growth  - Trade     - Energy Usage        - Elections 
- Food Supply   - Supranational Organizations  - Environmental Issues     - Resources 
- Religious Architecture  - Imbalance of Power in the World - Manufacturing jobs       - Pop Culture 
- Current Events  - Uneven World Development  - Maps and Scale             - Folk Culture 
- Politics   - Inequality     - Urban Development      - World Cities 
 

Step 4: I will be circulating around the room to different tables.  As I come to your table, I will be there for about 5 
minutes at a time.  
****Make sure that everyone is staying in character as you have your dinner party conversations.  ***** 

1) Ask at least 1 question to someone at your table, and listen for the answer.  The person who responds, should 
respond as best they can to represent their model/geographer/concept.  
2) Each person at the table must take part (speak as their character) at some point in the conversation  
3) Refer back to the paper you took notes on during the introductions that were given, to help you keep the 
conversation flowing! 
 

HINTS/HELP!  Ask questions that you know the other people at your table will be able to answer. The question should 
relate to a topic that ties back to their model/geographer/concept. 
FOR EXAMPLE:  Imagine at a table we have the following people/concepts:  
  
Person #1) Environmental Determinism , #2) Possibilsm ,#3) Cultural Ecology and Person #4) a Neo-Malthusian  
Just, for a moment, imagine the conversation they would be having!  
 
#1 (Environmental Det) “Honestly, it doesn’t matter where you are born, everything about you and your culture is 
predetermined already”  
#2 (Possibilist)“ That can’t be true! Look at the fact that we have overcome many environmental obstacles!  Just look at 
the roads and buildings we have! It doesn’t even determine what we farm now that we have Greenhouses and other 
manipulative methods” 
 #4) (Neo-Malthusian) “Oh! Great! It doesn’t really matter how much you farm or what methods you try anyway, we 
eventually are going to reach our carrying capacity and half the population will no longer be around anyway”  
#3 (Cultural Ecologist) “I really think we should look deeper into the relationship between humans and their 
environment. This should be one of the most important and focused on fields of study Then we can determine who is 
right!” 


